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CHAPTER 07

WEATHER CONDITIONS AND DRIVING

As a driver in Wisconsin, you will deal with many weather conditions. Knowing how the different weather
conditions affect you and your driving is important. As a driver, you must understand what to do as you encounter
these conditions. Knowing how to deal with weather conditions start with checking the weather forecast before
getting in the vehicle to drive.
If the weather is going to be extreme or severe, it might be best to just stay where you are until the weather gets
better.
The best way to deal with most weather conditions is to simply SLOW DOWN and keep more space between you
and other vehicles. When driving in bad weather, keep your attention on the roadway and weather conditions.
Avoid giving your attention to the radio, passengers, or the phone. The more alert you are, the quicker you will
see changing conditions ahead of you.

Wind
The size and weight of your vehicle could make driving with wind dangerous or simply irritating. The wind could
push your vehicle from side to side or even right out of your lane. If you are driving with the wind to your back, it
could cause your stopping distance to be increased. If you are driving into the wind, you may have to give the
vehicle more gas to keep going.
Give larger vehicles, like semi-trucks, busses, and RV’s extra room in case the wind tips
them over. Never drive directly next to a larger vehicle during high wind conditions. If
you are driving a larger vehicle during windy conditions, SLOW DOWN and be alert for
wind gusts.
Wind is also going to blow debris and objects into your path of travel. Watch for objects
blowing across the road and slow down if you see something that could be blown into
your path of travel. If you encounter a Tornado while driving, drive away if you can do so
safely. If not, find shelter.
When driving in windy conditions, the best thing is to SLOW DOWN and keep a firm grip on the steering wheel. If
you feel the vehicle starting to be pushed out of your lane, apply gently pressure to the brake. Quick, hard braking
may cause you to lose control of the vehicle.
Also, expect wind gusts when larger vehicles pass you at high speeds.

Rain
Not only does rain make the roadway slippery, it can also cause limited visibility. You will be driving in everything
from light rain to downpours. Make sure your windshield wipers are in good condition and use them. The harder
it rains, the slower you need to drive. Be sure to get your headlights on to help other drivers see your vehicle. To
help reduce the spray from vehicles in front of you, splashing onto your windshield, put more space between
vehicles. Watch for lager vehicles like busses and trucks that will cause larger sprays.
When it is raining, pedestrians are in a hurry to get out of the wet weather. Watch for people crossing in midblock or whose view may be blocked by umbrellas or raingear. Watch for people rushing to get to their vehicles.
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When there are areas of standing water, be nice and don’t splash pedestrians. The water you splash could cause
someone to get injured. As the driver, you are responsible for their injuries if they get hurt from your splashing
water. Whenever possible avoid the water. You never know what is in the water or if the roadway is still there.
If the rain gets too heavy, find a safe place to stop until it lets up or stops. Don’t put yourself in danger just to get to
where you are going.
During the Fall season, wet leaves on the roadway can reduce traction and car control.

Water on the Roadway
Just a little amount of water on the roadway can make it difficult to maintain traction. When the oil from the
roadway mixes with the water, the roadway can become very slippery until the roadway is washed clear. Good
tread on your tires will help you drive on wet roads. Be sure to check your tire pressure before driving on wet
roads. Low tire pressure causes you to have less control on wet roads.
When the groves of your tire are unable to push the water away, your vehicle will
hydroplane. This can happen at speeds as slow as 30 mph, or even less if your tires are
in poor shape.
To keep from hydroplaning, slow down and try to drive in the tire tracks of other
vehicles. If you do hydroplane, stay off the brake and gas, and let the vehicle regain
traction before giving gas.
Avoid large areas with water. Just a few inches of fast moving water can push your car
off the roadway and into deeper water. The water could also hide objects or parts of
the roadway may have been washed away. If you must drive through water, go very
slow and watch to make sure the roadway is there.

If the water is too deep, it might cover your tailpipe and then cause your vehicle to stall. Keep plenty of space
between vehicles when driving through water. Let the water settle down before you start through it. Going fast or
following another vehicle too closely through the water will cause the water to splash around which could cover
your tailpipe.

Snow – Ice – Sleet
Wisconsin winters mean snow and ice. Snow and ice is going to affect your vehicles traction. When you lose
traction, you lose control of your vehicle. When you lose control of your vehicle, it could result in a crash. Most
winter crashes can be reduced or eliminated by simply taking it slow in the snow. Plan ahead and take your time.
Don’t be in a rush when there is snow and ice on the roadways. If it looks bad, turn on the T.V. and just stay home
and enjoy a show or two. NCIS is always a good one to watch.
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Be alert for vehicles in the ditch or for emergency vehicles helping those
that have crashed. Remember to move to the lane farthest from the
stopped emergency vehicle or tow trucks stopped on the side of the
roadway. Keep them safe by giving them more space.

The first thing you should do before driving in snow is to clear the snow off your
vehicle the best you can. Make sure all windows, lights, mirrors, and license plates
are clear before driving. Clear the snow off the roof also. If you don’t, it could slide
down on to the windshield when you stop.
If you do have to drive, try to stay in the tracks where other vehicles have already
driven. When driving in the city, use a low gear to help with vehicle control. This will
also help keep your tires from spinning when starting from a stop. Be cautious for ice
that has formed in the tire tracks during non-busy travel times.

Because the wind is going to blow above and below bridges and overpasses, ice will form in those places quickly.
As you approach bridges and overpasses, slow down and watch for wet looking pavement. Black Ice is hard to see.
Avoid accelerating, braking, and steering quickly or hard when approaching and driving on bridges and overpasses.
If your vehicle does start to skid, ease off the gas, steer the vehicle slowly where you want to go, and apply gently
pressure on the brake only if you need to stop.
When pulling in and out of driveways and when crossing roads, be extra alert for
people and vehicles. As the snow banks get higher, the harder it is to see things.
Lean forward in your seat and inch slowly to see around the snow banks.

If it is snowing, then the snow plows are going to be out clearing the roadways. In WI
you must slow down and give them as much room as possible. Stay at least 200 feet
from the plow on roads with speed limits of 35 mph or higher. They are out there to
make the road easier to drive on, so give them room to get their work done.
Watch for clouds of snow. The plow may have to backup or move into the other lane to clear certain areas. If you
do have to pass them, slow down and give them plenty of space. The plow driver’s attention is to the area they
are plowing. They might not see you if you try to sneak pass them.
When it is sleeting out, make sure to turn on your front and rear window defrosters. This will help keep the
windows warm and the sleet from building up on them. If the sleet builds up too much, you may have to pull off
the roadway to a safe area and remove it before continuing on. The sleet can also make it difficult to hear what is
happening around you. You might not be able to hear sirens from emergency vehicles.
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Fog – Smoke
Fog, smog, and smoke could limit your visibility of the driving path. When you encounter fog, smog, or smoke,
gradually reduce your speed. Turn off your radio and have passengers be quiet so that you can listen for trouble.
When encountering dense fog, slow down, turn off your radio, and open a window
to listen for other vehicles around you. Listen for tires screeching or the sounds of
cars braking hard or crashes. If you hear them, pull as far off the roadway as
possible, stop, and but your hazard lights on. DO NOT stop on the roadway where
others can’t see you.
Remember to use your low beam headlights when driving in fog or smoke. If you
use your high beams, the light will reflect back making it difficult to see. If you have
fog lights, use them. Remember that fog lights may only be used during bad
weather.

If there is smoke blowing across the roadway, slow down and drive with caution.
Where there is smoke, there is fire. Be alert for Fire Trucks at or approaching the
area. If there is a fire hose on the road, do not drive over it. Doing so is illegal.
Also close your windows to keep smoke out.

Heat
Driving in extreme heat creates problems that most drivers don’t think about.
Extreme heat can cause the roadway to heave or buckle and create a dangerous
driving situation. Watch for surface and roadway changes and be ready to slow or
stop if you see a problem with the road. When safe, call the local authorities and
report the problem.

When it is hot, people like to stay cool by using the vehicle air-conditioner. By doing so, you could overwork your
engine to the point of it overheating and not working. Give the AC a break every now and then to keep the vehicle
running properly.
During hot weather conditions, don’t stay, or leave others and pets in the vehicle when not driving. It takes only
minutes for the interior of the vehicle to reach temperatures that can cause death or serious injury, even with the
windows open.
Plan for the hot weather and make sure you have places to stop and cool down. Also, make sure you have plenty
of water for you and your passengers.
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When heat reflects off the roadway, it makes the road look wet. These wet areas
could hide objects on the roadway. If the roadway is blacktop, be careful not to
stop quickly. Doing so could cause your vehicle to dig into the hot blacktop and
cause damage to the road or to your vehicle.

Cold
Like heat, cold weather is going to affect you, your passengers, and your vehicle. Plan ahead and be prepared for
the cold weather. Make sure you wear appropriate cold weather clothing. Even that short trip down the block
could turn deadly if you are not prepared.
Melting and freezing ice and snow is a major cause of roadway problems in WI.
This melting and freezing creates the dreaded “pothole” in the road. Slow down on
roads with potholes and safely attempt to drive around them. Hitting them with
your tires can cause serious damage to your car.

Cold weather can also cause your vehicle to stiffen up, which could cause your vehicle to be damaged if you drive
the vehicle hard and ruff. Take it slow and avoid hitting potholes or larger chunks of snow and ice. In extreme cold
weather, let your vehicle warm up before driving.
Remember to start your vehicle at least every 12 hours during lengthy cold spells to ensure it will start when you
need it. Let it run for approximately 15 minutes to keep the fluids moving and the battery charged. Extreme cold
weather can cause your vehicle's battery to freeze. Never use an open flame to warm your engine or the interior of
the vehicle. Doing so could result in serious injury or death and damage to your vehicle.
Avoid setting your parking brake during extreme cold weather. It could freeze in the “on” position. This could
happen from the water on the roadway splashing up under the vehicle and getting the brake cable wet and then
freezing when you park your vehicle in cold conditions.

